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Weather 


8 A.M.: 60° 
2 P.M.: 58° 
5 B.M.: 56° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 40% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ A STATE AGENCY 
recommends redirecting 
funds from homeowner- 
ship-related programs, 
such as down-payment 
assistance, to spend 
more on rentals. B1 


© THE WOMAN PROSE- 
CUTORS were going to 
argue should get the 
death penalty takes a 
plea deal for life in pris- 
on in State Attorney 
Aramis Ayala’s first 
death-penalty case. B1 


© ORLANDO ATTORNEY 
John Morgan criticizes 
the Republican and 
Democratic parties and 
pledges to push for a 
minimum wage raise. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP’S recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital set off anti-U.S. 
protests from Muslims 
across the globe. A3 


© CONGRESSMAN 
TRENT FRANKS says he 
will resign 
immedi- 
ately in the 
wake of 
sexual 
harass- 
ment 
allega- 
tions, as 
new infor- 
mation about the Arizo- 
na Republican’s alleged 
misconduct comes 

out. A6 


Fran ks 


© PRESIDENT TRUMP 
ramps up his support of 
GOP Senate candidate 
Roy Moore during a rally 
Friday in Florida. A6 


SPORTS 

@ AFTER ONE OF its 
most tumultuous weeks, 
FSU football has re- 
turned to a state of nor- 
malcy, highlighted by 
the hiring of Willie 
Taggart as coach. Cl 


@ As Dr. PHILLIPS 
competes today for the 
Class 8A state football 
title, coach Rodney 
Wells’ influence on the 
Panthers is apparent. C1 


@ THE MAGIC shine in 
the first quarter, but the 
Nuggets dominate from 
there in a103-89 win. Cl 


TOP STORY 


UCF Greek leaders extend ban 


No social events, alcohol for the 
first 6 weeks of spring semester 


By ANNIE MARTIN | Staff Writer 


University of Central Florida fra- 
ternities and sororities wort host 
social activities or any events with 
drinking for at least the first six 
weeks of the spring semester, up 
from the two-week ban on alcohol 
that has been in place in the past. 

The councils that oversee Greek 
life also will review the use of alco- 


hol, according to an email that went 
out to members on Friday, with fi- 
nals week winding down at UCE. 
Student leaders of the school’s 
four Greek councils said they made 
the decision in light of drinking- 


related controversies at several uni- 
versities, including UCF, which sus- 
pended a sorority last month after a 
member told university staff that 
other members were encouraging 
pledges to “chug” mimosas. 


At Florida State University last 
month, President John Thrasher 
suspended all Greek organizations 
indefinitely after the suspected alco- 
hol-related death of a freshman 
pledge and cocaine charges for an- 
other fraternity member. It was at 
least the third university nationally 
this year to suspend all fraternities 


Please turn to GREEK, A8 


A VIEW FROM THE TOP 


KAYLA O’BRIEN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Charlie Pickering’s job at SeaWorld includes inspecting rides, like Mako, before the park opens. 


Inspectors go 
to great heights 
for ride safety 


By GABRIELLE RUSSON | Staff Writer 


On a foggy morning, Charlie Pickering climbs 
up the side of Orlando’s tallest roller coaster into 
the clouds. 

Occasionally, a bird attempts to build anest on 
top of SeaWorld’s 200-foot-tall Mako or light- 
ning strikes a sensor or a pesky squirrel chews 
on a cable. But not today. Everything is routine 
before the park opens in a few hours. 

In the theme park industry, some employees 
such as Pickering have extraordinary-sounding 
jobs. They ascend hundreds of feet into the air to 
inspect the tops of the attractions and are the 
solo riders on the roller coasters when the parks 
are empty. 

“I play with roller coasters,” said Pickering, 31, 
an assistant supervisor for ride maintenance. 
“Who doesn’t like roller coasters? 

Safety is paramount, and these jobs are im- 
portant as a preventative measure to make sure 


Please turn to RIDES, All 


Experts: Flu season 


poised to be worse 


By NASEEM S. MILLER | Staff Writer 


The flu season is picking up, and it could turn 
out to be worse than last year, national and state 


officials predict. 


Dr. Kenneth Alexander, chief of the division of 
infectious diseases at Nemours Children’s Hos- 
pital in Orlando, urged Central Floridians to get 


vaccinated. 


“The vaccine is safe. It’s never 100 percent 
effective, but any reduction [in illness] we get is 


beneficial,” he said. 


The Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion is reporting higher flu activity nationwide 
compared with 2016. And so far, the predominant 
circulating flu strain is H3N2, which is associ- 


ated with more severe flu seasons. 


Centra Care clinics in Central Florida have 
had 184 patients with influenza during the past 
week, compared with 78 cases last year during 
the same period, said Dr. Timothy Hendrix, 


Please turn to FLU, A8 


It doesn’t snow in Mississippi, does it? 
Well it did Friday, and Gavin Joyner, left, 
and Payton Harrell, both 9, enjoyed a sled 
ride with Ella the dog in Collinsville, Miss. 


PAULA MERRITT/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Surprise! It’s a snow day in the South 


As schoolchildren relished the snowfall 
that blanketed parts of the Deep South, 
many adults remembered past storms and 
interstates with stranded motorists. A2 


Local charities tap into kindness of others to fill wish lists for kids in need 


By KATE SANTICH | Staff Writer 


For the one in five Central Florida children 
living in poverty, Christmas can be a time to 
dream small. 

“I had one teen ask for clean sheets,” said 
Marcie Dearth of IMPOWER, a local nonprofit 
that helps children with mental-health issues 


and foster children. “She had been homeless for 
several years and we finally got her into housing, 
and she wanted to sleep on a bed with clean 
sheets.” 

IMPOWER, like many local charities helping 
kids, relies on the kindness of strangers to fulfill 
those wish lists. This year, the agency is hoping 
to recruit some 500 “Holiday Heroes,” as it calls 


them — volunteers willing to sponsor a child by 
buying gifts or making a financial contribution 
so the staff can do the shopping. But time is 
running short. 

The “kids” can range from infants and tod- 
dlers to older teens, including a few who are over 


Please turn to GIFTS, ATI 


Voices & Opinion 


© WHERE WE STAND: Juvenile civil citations more effective. A12 
@ Locat View: Tech assets can boost local wages. A13 

@ LAUREN RITCHIE: Do officials’ finances matter to voters? B1 
@ MIKE BIANCHI: Spurrier is state’s most vital sports icon. C1 

@ Marni JAMESON: Goodbye to the Happy Yellow House. D1 


What To Do Today 


JINGLE ALL THE WAY 


The North Pole takes over Orlando’s Thornton Park neighborhood 
for Santacon 2017. All jolly people are invited to dress up as OI St. 
Nick and join a crowd of the Christmas icons as they hop area bars 
and restaurants. The free event kicks off 11 a.m. at Graffiti Junktion 
on Washington Street. Details: THORNTONPARKDISTRICT.COM 
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